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Committee on Education 

Chair: Senator John Legg (R) 

Facebook - No page available

Twitter - https://twitter.com/SenatorJohnLegg
District Office:

262 Crystal Grove Blvd. 
Lutz, FL 33548
(813) 909-9919
Senate VOIP: 41700
FAX 888-263-3681

Legislative Assistants: Tim Couet and Spencer Pylant

Secretary: Becky Zizzo 

Tallahassee Office:

316 Senate Office Building
404 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100
(850) 487-5017
Senate VOIP: 5017

Vice Chair:  Senator Bill Montford (D)
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/BillMontford
Twitter - Not available

Tallahassee Office:

214 Senate Office Building
404 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100
(850) 487-5003
Senate VOIP: 5003
FAX (850) 487-5086

Legislative Assistants: Marilyn Barnes, Melissa Durham and Marcia Mathis 

District Offices:

58 Market Street
Apalachicola, FL 32320
(850) 653-2656
Senate VOIP: 40300

20 East Washington Street
Suite D
Quincy, FL 32351
(850) 627-9100

Senator Lizbeth Benacquisto (R)
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/LBenacquisto
Twitter - https://twitter.com/lizbethkb
Tallahassee Office:

330 Senate Office Building
404 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100
(850) 487-5030
Senate VOIP: 5030
Legislative Assistants: Dane Bennett, Lynda Fino, Tamara Holliday and Matthew Hunter

District Office:

1926 Victoria Avenue
2nd Floor
Ft. Myers, FL 33901
(239) 338-2570

Senator Jeff Brandes (R)
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/pages/Elect-Jeff-Brandes/134657143212726
Twitter - https://twitter.com/JeffreyBrandes
District Office:

1926 Victoria Avenue
2nd Floor
Ft. Myers, FL 33901
(239) 338-2570

Legislative Assistant: Caitlin Murray
District Office:

3637 Fourth Street North
Suite 101
St. Petersburg, FL 33704-1300
(727) 552-2745
Senate VOIP: 42200

Legislative Assistant: Chris Spencer 

Secretary: Robert "Bob" Esposito 

Senator Dwight Bullard (D)
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/DBullardFL
Twitter - https://twitter.com/DwightBullard
Tallahassee Office:

218 Senate Office Building
404 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100
(850) 487-5039
Senate VOIP: 5039

Legislative Assistants: Venusmia Fernandez-Lovely, Tyrell Hall, Aaron McKinney and Sean Nixon

District Office:

10720 Caribbean Blvd. 
Suite 435
Cutler Bay, FL 33189
(305) 234-2208
Senate VOIP: 43900
FAX (305) 234-2210

Senator Bill Galvano (R)
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bill-Galvano/273081612760817
Twitter - https://twitter.com/BillGalvano
Tallahassee Office:

326 Senate Office Building

404 South Monroe Street

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100

(850) 487-5026

Senate VOIP: 5026

Legislative Assistants: Victoria Brill, Whitney Deem, Kathy Galea and Allie Mattice

District Office:

1023 Manatee Avenue West

Suite 201

Bradenton, FL 34205

(941) 741-3401

Senate VOIP: 42600

Senator Maria Lorts Sachs (D)
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/Maria.Lorts.Sachs
Twitter - https://twitter.com/MariaSachs
Tallahassee Office:

216 Senate Office Building

404 South Monroe Street

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100

(850) 487-5034

Senate VOIP: 5034

Legislative Assistants: Matthew Damsky, Joshua Freeman and Caitlin Lewis

District Office:

Delray Beach City Hall

100 NW 1st Avenue

Delray Beach, FL 33444

(561) 279-1427

Senate VOIP: 43400

FAX (561) 279-1429

 

Senator David Simmons (R) 

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/pages/David-Simmons-Republican-for-Florida-Senate-District-10/224035187658981
You Tube - http://www.youtube.com/senatordavidsimmons
Twitter - Not found

Tallahassee Office:

406 Senate Office Building
404 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100
(850) 487-5010
Senate VOIP: 5010

Legislative Assistant: Jean Van Smith 

District Office:

251 Maitland Avenue
Suite 304
Altamonte Springs, FL 32701
(407) 262-7578
Senate VOIP: 41000  

Legislative Assistants: Valerie Clarke and Diane Suddes
SENATORS IN NORTH EAST FLORIDA 

Senator John Thrasher
District Office:

113 Nature Walk Parkway, Suite 106
St. Augustine, FL 32092
(904) 287-4222
Senate VOIP: 40600
FAX 888-263-3475

Legislative Assistants: Darla Kubacki, J.J. Whitson and Kelly Williams

Tallahassee Office:

400 Senate Office Building
404 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100
(850) 487-5006
Senate VOIP: 5006 FAX (850) 487-5368
State Senate - District 4

Senator Aaron Bean
1919 Atlantic Boulevard

Jacksonville, FL 32207

(904) 346-5039

Senate VOIP: 40400

Toll Free:

1-888-263-1578

State Senate - District 9

Senator Audrey Gibson
101 E. Union Street

Suite 104

Jacksonville, FL 32202

(904) 359-2553

Senate VOIP: 40900

FAX (904) 359-2532

Email this Senator
Effective Communication with a Legislator

As a Floridian, one of your greatest responsibilities is to help elect the legislators who represent you and the state is more than 14 million other residents. However, your role in the democratic process of government does not end at the polls. By sharing your opinions and ideas with your representatives and senators in Tallahassee, you help them decide what to do about the issues and pending legislation that affect us all. They value your suggestions and encourage you to express them.

Your legislators receive a huge amount of phone calls and mail from their constituents. Unfortunately, their full agendas limit their ability to personally read and respond to it all. How then, can you be sure your voice is heard? Here are some tips to help you get the most impact out of your communications with your legislators in Tallahassee.

General Tips

Know who your legislators are and how to contact them. If you don't know who represents you, you can find out by using the Find Your Legislator tool. Your senator's flsenate.gov page will give you his or her mailing addresses, phone numbers, and email address.

Make sure you understand the legislative process. Even the most basic understanding of the process will help you effectively express your ideas.

Contact your legislator about a particular issue before the Legislature takes action on it. Most matters coming before the Legislature are well publicized before session.

Use a variety of communication methods. You might choose to telephone, write, email, fax, or visit your legislator. You might also choose to give testimony at public hearings held by the Legislature. (To give testimony, you would need to contact the appropriate committee administrative assistant before the hearing to sign up.)

Tell your legislator what effect you think a particular bill, if it becomes law, will have on you, your children, business, or community. Be concise, but specific.

Be polite, even if you disagree strongly with the legislator you are addressing. Lawmakers cannot please everyone. Your communication will be more effective if you are reasonable in your approach.

Suggest a course of action and offer assistance. Don't make promises or threats.

Writing Effective Letters

Address letters to Members of the House of Representatives as follows:

The Honorable John Doe
Florida House of Representatives
The Capitol
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300

Address letters to senators this way:

Senator Jane Doe
The Capitol
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100

Be absolutely certain you spell your legislator's name correctly and use the correct address. If you don't, you could lose your audience.

Type or print legibly. Sign your name neatly and give your address correctly so they can respond to your letter.

Keep letters, email, and faxes brief. Never write more than one page. Concise written correspondence is more likely to grab and keep the reader's attention.

Identify your issue or opinion at the beginning of the letter, don't bury your main point under trivial text.

Cover only one issue per letter. If you have another issue to address, write another letter.

Back up your opinions with supporting facts. Your letter should inform the reader.

Avoid abbreviations or acronyms, and don't use technical jargon. Rather than impressing your reader, such terms will only frustrate him or her.

Don't send the same letter to more than one legislator. Personalized letters have more impact.

Calling or Visiting Your Legislator

Plan your call or visit carefully. Keep to the point and discuss only one issue. Organize your thoughts ahead of time and make notes to help you stay on track.

When planning to visit your legislator, make an appointment. Don't just drop by your legislator's office and expect him or her to drop everything to see you. Call or write for an appointment as soon as you know when you are going to be at the Capitol.

Prepare a one-page fact sheet concerning your issue to give to your legislator. This will help him or her better retain what you present.

