My comments to Docket ID: ED-2016-ICCD-0138  
I opposed the field test that were based on why I opposed the main test scheduled for 2018

 (1) Is this collection necessary to the proper functions of the Department?

A, The justification for the field test study is only as valid as the justification for 
The main study since the main study is not adequately justified; the test study is not justified. 

B, The fact that the OECD has a new study does not justify the taxpayer funds and other resources to participate in it.

C, In the Supporting SSA the IELS is about "concerns related to international economic competitiveness, 
The authors fail to make the connection a nations early childhood environment their economic competitiveness. 

D, The SSA claims that the goal of the study is that the "results from the IELS will allow national policymakers to compare the skills and competencies of children from different nations ...and to evaluate whether changes might be needed in the U.S.’s ECEC system"

If that is the goal of this study, every American and I should oppose it completely. We do not live in a nation that has national policymakers. The education is left to the individual states. If the US Department of Education claims itself to be the National policymakers then they are violating the very law that created the Department. Moreover, it is the very height oh hubris for any policymakers to make judgments on the early childhood education and the care for every child in America. Policymakers forcing young children to be institutionalized, so they can be subjected to non-validated experimental education schemes is immoral and probably illegal.

E, There are already numerous studies on early childhood education. A Compilation & Analysis of Early Childhood Research Regarding Effect, Fade Out, Academic & Emotional Harm edlibertywatch.org shows how a policy of promoting early childhood education may not be the universal answer.

 (2) Will this information be processed and used in a timely manner

No, In the SSA, I Data at critical points during the education career of U.S. students are used ... generating comparative data about students in school and about adults in workplace"
This means although the student's data is stored and compared against the results of the PISA assessment at age 15. !0 years later is not timely.

B.The NCES admitted they established a national student level database, violating the Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002. Nothing  in  this  title  may  be  construed  to  authorize  the  establishment  of  a  nationwide  database of individually identifiable information  on individuals involved in studies or other collections of data under this title." This admission of unauthorized activity alone is enough to reject this study

 (3) Is the estimate of burden accurate?

No, the estimate of burden only gives the annual burden hours for the field test and not the main test the main test, OMB estimate is provided for the field test study or for the main study. Until the OMB is completed no funds should be spent the study

No (4) how might the Department enhance the quality...
A, The Department cannot enhance the quality the data from a five year old children. Only someone who never had children would claim they could get policymaking data from a child who believes that Dora the explorer is as real.  

(5) How might the Department minimize the burden of this collection on the respondents?

A. The supporting documents make it clear that the data gathered will be about the student's family environments and their upbringing. The study's key phrases are "non-cognitive skills, home backgrounds and experiences, home learning environment, self-regulation, and social emotional skills."
Parents and guardians should be aware of this before they consent to allow their child to participate in the study. Neither of the parental consent forms (implicit or explicit) mentions the intrusive nature of the study into their own home and family
There should be no implicit form and the explicit form should clearly define the nature of the questions. The consent forms needs to mention that all their child's answers and personal data will be kept in a student level longitudinal database that will hold their children's personal information forever.
B, In the SSA  it says "items in the background questionnaires may be considered sensitive by some of the respondents, such as parents’ education and occupation and family possessions.", but they are going to be asked anyway
Each parent needs access to the entire pool of questions that his or her child could be asked. The study should stop until the questions are vetted, the parent or Guardian should get a full transcript and a recording of their child's interrogation.
C. Currently the only requirement on the Collection Contractor" is that they sign a non-disclosure agreement and they undergo a background check. That is inadequate for someone asking personal question to five year olds
